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a mere matter of policy is likely to break down at the
critical juncture. I think that on those of us who believe
in the matchless efficacy of non-violence and non-co-
operation as an instrument of defence and protection
against external aggression now rests the duty of infusing
into, and inspiring, our countrymen with that faith.

Previous preparation is essential. Just as you cannot
turn an ordinary citizen into a trained and disciplined
soldier overnight or manufacture guns and aeroplanes
in a week, similarly you require time and patience to train
a whole people in the art of non-violence and non-co-
operation.

Violence has stolen a long march during thousands
of years. Tliere are so many misconceptions to be removed.
Non-violence is unintelligible to so many. To some it is
a counsel of perfection, fit for rishis only. To others it is
stupid; there is seemingly such a childlike faith in violence.
Non-violence ceases to be stupid when it is considered as
non-co-operation. The present-day aggressor does not
conquer in order to exterminate and settle down. He
conquers or seeks to conquer in order to exploit, and it
is at that stage that non-co-operation comes in.

We have to explain, to expound, to remove doubts,
and to endeavour to make even the lame, the halt and the
blind into heroes. All this requires time and devoted effort.
And this can only be done with any reasonable prospect
of success by those who themselves have a firm faith in the
efficacy of the method of non-violence and whose personal
lives are regulated by that faith. You cannot possibly
divorce this doctrine from the purest and highest morals.
And no distinction should be drawn between. personal
and public affairs. What is ethically bad in an individual
is equally bad for a community and a nation. We must
believe that it is feasible to conduct public affairs on that
basis, and we must ourselves act accordingly to the best
of our power and ability; and we must endeavour, by pre-
cept and example, to create a similar belief in our
countrymen at large. Without this belief, I am convinced,
non-violence cannot make any headway at all. Therefore